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Two women's religious organizations, IBVM and
Congregacion Jesu, unite
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Rome, November 5 (H5): After a long pertod of prayer, Introspection and revlew by ts
members, two religious orders—the Congregation of Jesus (C]) and the Institute of the
Blessed Virgin Mary {IBVM)—reached a historlc moment an Tuesday. Fulfilling the
lang-held asplratlon of Mary Ward, the two women's religlous orders today became

one spiritually and Institutionally.

The newly united Congregation of Jesus, with its 1,800 members warking in mare
than 40 countries around the world, Is embracing Lthe legacy of Mary Ward, her
mission of justice, compassion and service, with renewed vigor, This unlon |s a symbol
of peace, Justice and unity, where divislon and Inequality are overcome and a
message af peace, Justice and unity is established. Alang the way, members of the
two congregations have redliscovered thelr common calling - thelr contributions to
education, human rights and women's empowerment, as well as thelr cantributlons
to the fight against human trafTicking and their support for the marginalised and
neglected In society.

"We are very happy that Mary Ward's long-standing dream has came true today—a
united women's soclety, whose constitution Is modeled on the Soclety of Jesus,
Throughout history, and especially In recent years, we have worked closely with each
other. This unity is not only spiritual, but also Institutionally unbreakable.”

Slster Carmel Swords (C]), former 1BVM, sald, "In a divided warld, we have come
together to implement the gospel of peace and unity of Christ, Inspired by the Spirit,
we move forward In aur mission with renewed enthuslasm, We believe—together we
are stronger.”
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